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1871 Excerpt: ...entitled, TheTurkeand
Gawaine. This romance occurs in the
recently edited Percy MS. Many important
romances altogether omitted and probably
unseen by Warton and his editors, might be
mentioned here, such as Blonde of Oxford
and Jchan of Dammartin, edited for the
Camden Society, 1858; Sir Generides,
recently edited for the Roxburghe Club by
Mr. Furnivall (a ballad-poem on the fame
subject is in a MS. in the library of Trinity
College, Cambridge; and of the longer
narrative fragments printed with the types
of W. de Worde are extant); The Romans
of Partenay or Melufine, Early English
Text Society, 1866; and Torrent of
Portugal, printed from the Chetham MS.
1842, 8vo. Torrent of Portugal, which,
from a small fragment with his types
remaining, seems to have been printed by
Pynson in the early part of the sixteenth
century, is a very dull and puerile
performance. It appears to be in heroic
fiction what Jack the Giant Killer is in the
romance of the nursery. How far Jack may
have owed his existence to his grander and
more imposing prototype, it is not easy to
say. We see in Torrent of Portugal a
curioufly vague use of geographical terms
connected with America; possibly the
story, in its present shape, was not
composed long before it came from
Pynsons press. 192 Proofs of the Affettion
they gave rise, amusing images of ancient
customs and institutions not elsewhere to
be found, or at least not otherwise so
strikingly delineated: and they preserve,
pure and unmixed, those fables of chivalry
which formed the taste, and awakened the
imagination, of our elder English elastics.
The antiquaries of former times overlooked
or rejected these valuable remains, which
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they despised as false and frivolous, and
employed their industry in reviving
obscure fragments of uninstruct...
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